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Understanding the local regulatory climate is the first step towards 
improving an area’s farm-friendliness.  This is also an important 
aspect considering  New York State Agriculture and Markets Law 25-
AA which establishes agricultural districts where farmers receive 
protection against local laws that unreasonably restrict farm 
operations.  
 
The Audit 
 
Appendix B contains detailed results of the Audit. General 
observations related to the state of farm-friendliness in Seneca 
County and recommendations to improve conditions for farming are also offered below3.  The audit 
included a review of comprehensive plans, subdivision laws, and zoning regulations in six towns (Varick, 
Tyre, Romulus, Waterloo, Seneca Falls, and Fayette). These towns were chosen because they are the 
only ones in Seneca County having established zoning laws.  
 
Comprehensive plans, zoning and subdivision laws were evaluated against a series of questions designed 
to explore the level of farm-friendliness in each town. These questions are based on similar farm-
friendly audits done throughout the State and region. The audit is not a criticism of any local law or plan 
but simply points out ways local land use regulations work with, or present challenges that farmers may 
face.   
 
Summary. The Seneca County Farm Friendly Audit reveals that: 

a. Most of the comprehensive plans were more than 5 years old and would benefit from being 
updated. 
 

b. Some comprehensive plans did not include data, maps, or other information that characterizes 
agricultural land uses.  Data, maps, and other information included in this County-level plan can 
be provided to Towns to enhance their local agricultural planning.  The maps especially should 
be used for local planning purposes. 
 

c. Agriculture is generally identified as an important land use, and the towns desire farms to be 
maintained and farmlands protected. 
 

d. Some plans, but not all, offered recommendations on how to protect or maintain farms in the 
future. Those recommendations were not always specific. No future land use maps were offered 
that specifically plan for agriculture in the future. 
 

e. No subdivision law reviewed addressed agriculture.  All would benefit from updating in a way 
that includes agriculture in application submissions, subdivision design, and evaluation of 
impacts to help ensure non-farm and farmland uses can co-exist. 

 
3 The recommendations in this Plan are also informed by guidance offered by the New York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets through their “Guidelines for Review of Local Zoning and Planning Laws” 
(http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/guidancedocuments/305-aZoningGuidelines.pdf  and “Local Laws 
and Agricultural Districts: Guidance for Local Governments and Farmers” 
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/agservices/new305/guidance.pdf. 

25-AA also offers right-to-
farm protection from private 
nuisance claims. New York 
State Agricultural Districts are 
designed to support a 
favorable operating 
environment for farms.     
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