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NYS Energy Research and Development 
Authority 

X X 
  

http://www.nyserda.org  

New York Sustainable Agriculture 
Working Group 

   
X http://www.ny-sawg.org   

SCORE   X  https://www.score.org/about-score  
New York Small Scale Food Processors 
Association 

   X http://www.nyssfpa.com/search.php  

SUNY Cobleskill   X  https://www.cobleskill.edu/  
SUNY Morrisville   X  https://www.morrisville.edu/  
National Resources 
National Farm to School Network    X http://www.farmtoschool.org   
National Good Agricultural Practices 
Program 

   X http://www.gaps.cornell.edu  

National Sustainable Agriculture 
Information Service 

 X  X https://attra.ncat.org/  

New England Small Farm Institute  X X  http://www.smallfarm.org    
Northeast Beginning Farmers Project 

  
X X http://nebeginningfarmers.org  

Northeast Center for Food 
Entrepreneurship 

 
X X X https://farmlandinfo.org/programs/the

-northeast-center-for-food-
entrepreneurship/  

Northeast Organic Farming Association 
  

X X http://www.nofany.org/bfam   
Northeast Sustainable Agriculture 
Research and Education 

X 
  

X https://northeast.sare.org/  

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service 
   

X http://www.ams.usda.gov  
USDA Farm Service Agency X 

   
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA   

USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

X 
   

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov   

USDA Rural Development X 
   

https://www.rd.usda.gov/  
U.S. Farmstay Association 

   
X https://farmstayus.com/farmers-

guide/starting-a-farm-stay/  
WWOOF (World Wide Opportunities on 
Organic Farms) 

   
X http://www.wwoof.net  

* Other includes information, advocacy, networking opportunities, etc. 
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Description of Resources in Seneca County  
 
Financial and technical assistance programs and other resources for farmers are available through numerous 
local, state, and federal agencies and private organizations.  The following is a list of the most relevant resources 
and programs with web sites provided.  Also included are links to agricultural support organizations and other 
web sites that offer information to beginning as well as experienced farmers.   
 
Seneca County Agricultural and Farmland Enhancement Board (AEB) 

Article 25-AAA of the New York State Agricultural Protection Act, passed into law in 1992, authorized the 
creation of county agricultural and farmland protection boards.  These boards are authorized to advise their 
county legislature about Agricultural Districts, review notice of intent filings, make recommendations about 
proposed actions involving government acquisition of farmland in agricultural districts, request a review of 
state agency regulations that affect farm operations within an agricultural district, and review and endorse 
applications for Purchase of Development Rights funding.  The Seneca County Agricultural and Farmland 
Enhancement Board has 7 members representing the farming community, with staff from the Seneca County 
Office of Real Property Services, County Division of Planning, and Cornell Cooperative Extension and a 
member of the County Board serving as ex-officio members.   

 
Seneca County Chamber of Commerce - https://www.discoverseneca.com/seneca-chamber  
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension – Seneca County - http://senecacountycce.org/  

Outreach and education in agriculture and natural resource management; provides numerous educational 
programs for farmers and landowners. 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Seneca County - http://senecacountycce.org/  
Part of a statewide network, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Seneca County offers programs in agriculture, 
natural resources, horticulture, family and consumer sciences, financial education, nutrition, caregiving, 
parenting and 4-H youth development.  Extension efforts in agriculture and natural resource management 
focus on providing outreach, education, and research-supported technical assistance to farmers and 
landowners.   
 
 CCE - Seneca supports local agriculture by providing resources for farmers, and consumers, to help 
strengthen our local and regional food systems. The New York State Farm to School Program was created by 
the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets to, “connect schools with local farms and food producers to 
strengthen local agriculture, improve student health, and promote regional food systems awareness”. All four 
school districts in Seneca County - Waterloo, Seneca Falls, Romulus, and South Seneca - were awarded one of 
six New York State Ag & Markets grants to develop farm to school programming with oversight from Seneca 
County Cornell Cooperative Extension. The goals of the grant are to increase consumption of local produce by 
the students for positive health outcomes, increase the variety of local products being offered on school 
menus, increase the number of local farmers selling to schools, and increase awareness of the local food 
system in the Finger Lakes area. Cornell Cooperative Extension of Seneca County and Regional Teams - 
http://senecacountycce.org/agriculture/nwny-regional-ag-teamThe NWNY Dairy, Livestock and Field Crops 
Team is one of the outstanding regional agricultural Cornell Cooperative Extension programs in New York, 
serving 10-county region in the western part of the state. The team's specialists work together with Cornell 
faculty and extension educators statewide to provide service to the farms large and small whether dairy, 
livestock, hay, corn, wheat, or soybean focused. 

https://www.discoverseneca.com/seneca-chamber
https://www.discoverseneca.com/seneca-chamber
http://senecacountycce.org/
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Cornell Cooperative Extension of Seneca County and Regional Teams - 
http://senecacountycce.org/agriculture/nwny-regional-ag-teams 
 
Seneca County Farm Bureau - https://www.nyfb.org/about/county-farm-bureau/seneca-county 

The Seneca County Farm Bureau is the local affiliate of the New York Farm Bureau, a membership-supported 
organization that serves as an advocate for the agricultural industry.  According to its website, the Farm 
Bureau is “active within the political system on a broad range of issues that concern every New Yorker, from 
taxation, conservation to local food availability. We believe that a strong, viable agricultural industry is 
beneficial not only to our economy but also to our local communities and our consumers.” The New York 
Farm Bureau has nearly 30,000 members. 

 
 
Seneca County Industrial Development Agency (SCIDA) -  https://www.senecacountyida.org/  

Agri-Business Revolving Loan Fund:   Provides loans to facilitate the establishment or expansion of agricultural 
business activity in Sullivan County. Seneca County IDA is revitalizing the county’s long-term prosperity by 
helping new businesses sprout and current businesses grow. The IDA works with private-sector commercial 
and industrial development to support the economic welfare of the people in our community. The SCIDA 
administers a USDA-funded Agri-Business Revolving Loan Fund that offers loans to facilitate the 
establishment or expansion of agricultural business activity in Seneca County. Created as a public benefit 
corporation to grant tax abatements and advance economic development projects, the SCIDA has become 
increasingly involved in agricultural development, taking on a leadership role with respect to the 
development of agriculture and food production, and agri-tourism. 

 
Seneca County Planning & Community Development - https://www.co.seneca.ny.us/gov/admin/planning/  

Seneca County Planning & Community Development supports the local agricultural industry through the 
implementation of the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan and helps producers diversify and expand. It 
also provides staff support to the Seneca County Agriculture Enhancement Board. The Department is 
responsible for managing the Agricultural District Program 

 
Seneca County Soil & Water Conservation District - https://www.senecacountyswcd.org/  

The Seneca County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is a resource management agency that 
coordinates and implements its programs at the local level in cooperation with federal and state agencies; it 
coordinates the funding, regulatory permits, and site supervision for local environmental projects. They are 
an active participant in New York State Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM), a voluntary program 
for farmers to address water quality concerns on their operations through coordinated technical and financial 
assistance.  
 

Description of Resources in New York State 
 
American Farmland Trust, New York Office -  https://farmland.org/about/how-we-work/new-york-regional-
office/  

AFT created the conservation agriculture movement, which speaks for the land—and for the people who 
grow our food. As the movement’s leaders, we have three priorities: protecting agricultural land, 
promoting environmentally sound farming practices, and keeping farmers on the land. 

http://senecacountycce.org/agriculture/nwny-regional-ag-teams
https://www.nyfb.org/about/county-farm-bureau/seneca-county
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CADE, The Center for Agricultural Development and Entrepreneurship - http://www.cadefarms.org  
 
Central New York Young Farmers Coalition – https://www.youngfarmers.org/chapter/ny-i-central-ny-young-
farmers-coalition/  

The National Young Farmers Coalition is a national advocacy network of young farmers fighting for the future 
of agriculture. We change policy, build networks, and provide business services to ensure all young farmers 
have the chance to succeed. Young Farmers is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

 
Cornell Farm to School Program – http://farmtoschool.cce.cornell.edu     
 
Cornell Small Farms Program - http://smallfarms.cornell.edu  
 
Cornell Food Venture Center - https://cals.cornell.edu/cornell-agritech/partners-institutes/cornell-food-venture-
center   and https://eship.cornell.edu/item/food-venture-center/  

The Cornell Food Venture Center (CFVC) helps food businesses large and small introduce new food products 
into the marketplace. We provide educational materials, workshops and direct assistance with product 
safety evaluation, process development and guidance in local, state, and federal regulatory compliance. We 
also provide referrals for business assistance, local suppliers, and service providers.  

 
Certified New York Program - https://certified.ny.gov/  
 
Farmers Market Federation of New York - http://www.nyfarmersmarket.com  
 
New York Ag Connection - http://www.newyorkagconnection.com   
 
New York Center of Excellence for Food and Agriculture - https://cals.cornell.edu/cornell-agritech/partners-
institutes/center-excellence-food-agriculture  

A dynamic hub for innovation and collaboration, the Center of Excellence for Food and Agriculture at Cornell 
AgriTech leverages the unparalleled research and expertise of Cornell University to accelerate growth and 
position New York state as a global leader in food and agricultural advancement by: Pushing entrepreneurs 
and startups to launch their businesses in New York and commercialize products and services; Pulling 
companies into the state by connecting them with innovation resources and economic development 
partners, and Growing existing food, beverage and agriculture-related companies from across 
New York State through business mentoring, technical assistance, research, business-to-business 
partnerships, supply chains and the myriad resources they need to succeed and thrive. 

 
NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets - http://www.agriculture.ny.gov   

The Division of Agricultural Development’s mission is to strengthen the viability and raise consumer 
awareness of New York’s food and agricultural industry; includes activities and services in market 
development, business development and support. 

o Specialty Crop Block Grant Program:  Funding to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops, 
defined as “fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops (including 
floriculture), herbs and spices.” 

http://www.cadefarms.org/
https://www.youngfarmers.org/chapter/ny-i-central-ny-young-farmers-coalition/
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o Organic Farming Development/Assistance:  Guidance in locating resources on organic agriculture and 
organically produced foods. 

o Additional funding opportunities announced periodically. 
 
 
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) – http://www.nyserda.org   

Offers objective information and analysis, innovative programs, technical expertise, and funding to help New 
Yorkers increase energy efficiency, save money, use renewable energy, and reduce reliance on fossil fuels. 
 
Programs and funding opportunities for the agricultural sector - https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Business-and-
Industry/Agriculture  

 
New York Farm Bureau – http://www.nyfb.org    

The Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) Nonprofit Organization that works to help educate the public about 
agriculture. NYFB’s Safety Group 486 provides Workers’ Compensation Insurance for NYFB members engaged 
in eligible ag-related businesses. Educate students and the community about agriculture and the food system. 
Supporting NYFB policy and New York agriculture through advocacy while providing members with legal 
resources. Agricultural producers and enthusiasts ages 18 to 35 can plan their futures, join in social activities, 
and develop leadership skills. 

 
New York Farmlink - http://www.newyorkfarmlink.org   
 
New York Farmnet - http://www.nyfarmnet.org   
 
New York Farm Viability Institute – http://www.nyfvi.org  

The New York Farm Viability Institute is a nonprofit grantmaking organization. We run a competitive grant 
program seeking to fund agricultural research and education projects that will create and share knowledge to 
improve the economic viability of New York’s farmers. 

 
New York Small Scale Food Processors Association – http://www.nyssfpa.com 

Our 501(c)6 trade organization supports and informs small-scale food processors through education, 
mentoring, marketing, connecting industry professionals, and providing resources to manage the challenges 
faced by processors in establishing and growing their food business. 

 
New York Small Business Development Center (NYSBDC) – https://www.nysbdc.org/ 

The New York Small Business Development Center (NYSBDC) provides small business owners and 
entrepreneurs, including agricultural businesses, in New York with the high quality, confidential business 
counseling, training, and business research at no cost. 
 

New York Sustainable Agriculture Working Group - http://www.ny-sawg.org   
 
New York Marketmaker - http://ny.foodmarketmaker.com    

An interactive platform that seeks to foster business relationships between producers and consumers of 
food industry products and services. 

 

http://www.nyserda.org/
http://www.nyserda.org/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Business-and-Industry/Agriculture
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Business-and-Industry/Agriculture
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Description of Federal Government Resources  
 
USDA Agricultural Marketing Service – http://www.ams.usda.gov  

Administers programs that facilitate the efficient, fair marketing of U.S. agricultural products, including food, 
fiber, and specialty crops; provides the agricultural sector with tools and services that help create marketing 
opportunities.   

 
USDA Farm Service Agency - http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA  

o Farm Loan Programs:  Direct loans and loan guarantees to help family farmers start, purchase, or expand 
their farming operation; includes Farm Ownership Loans, Farm Operating Loans and Microloans, 
Emergency Farm Loans, Land Contract Guarantees, Loans for Beginning Farmers, etc.   

o Biomass Crop Assistance Program:  Financial assistance to owners and operators of agricultural and non-
industrial private forest land who wish to establish, produce, and deliver biomass feedstocks. 

 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service - http://www.nrcs.usda.gov  

o Agricultural Management Assistance:  helps agricultural producers use conservation to manage risk and 
solve natural resource issues through natural resources conservation. 

o Conservation Stewardship Program:  helps agricultural producers maintain and improve their existing 
conservation systems and adopt additional conservation activities to address priority resources concerns.   

o Environmental Quality Incentives Program:  provides financial and technical assistance to agricultural 
producers to address natural resource concerns and deliver environmental benefits such as improved 
water and air quality, conserved ground and surface water, reduced soil erosion and sedimentation or 
improved or created wildlife habitat. 

o Agricultural Conservation Easement Program:  provides financial and technical assistance to help 
conserve agricultural lands and wetlands and their related benefits.  (Note:  This is a new program under 
the 2014 Farm Bill that consolidates three former programs – the Wetlands Reserve Program, Grassland 
Reserve Program and Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program.) 

 
USDA New Farmers Website  - https://newfarmers.usda.gov/  
 
USDA Rural Development, New York Office – https://www.rd.usda.gov/  

o Value-Added Producer Grants:  provides agricultural producers with matching funds for value-added 
ventures that will increase the return on their agricultural commodities; can be used for planning (e.g., 
feasibility studies, business plans) and/or working capital.  

o Rural Energy for America (REAP):   grants and guaranteed loans to help agricultural producers purchase 
and install renewable energy systems and make energy efficiency improvements. 

o Farm Labor Housing Program:  Direct loans and grants for new construction or substantial rehabilitation 
of safe, affordable rental housing for farm workers. 

 
Virtual Food Resources  
 
Local Dirt - https://www.agsquared.com/localdirt   

A national website connecting local sellers (farms, farmers markets, cooperatives) with buyers (individuals, 
businesses, distributors). 

 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/
http://www.ams.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/
https://www.agsquared.com/localdirt
https://www.agsquared.com/localdirt
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FarmersWeb - http://www.farmersweb.com   
An online marketplace connecting buyers with local farms and producers. 

 
Headwater Food Hub -  https://www.headwaterfoodhub.com/ 

As a Certified B-Corp we believe in the power of business to create positive change. Our Food Hub model 
works in partnership with farmers, processors, and customers of all types to think, plan, and act together 
collaboratively. Our business model seeks to build a collective success and a path towards a more socially, 
economically, and environmentally just food system. 

 
Other Resources  
 
Agricultural Marketing Resource Center – http://www.agmrc.org   

Addresses marketing and business planning for U.S. agricultural producers.  
 
Dirt Capital Partners – www.dirtpartners.com   

Invests in farmland in partnership with sustainable farmers throughout the northeastern U.S., promoting 
land access and security for farmers while keeping farmland in productive use.  Most of their land 
investment partnerships result from a farmer contacting Dirt Capital with one of the following scenarios: 1) 
Farm operation has been leasing land, has a successful operation, and wants to purchase their leased parcel 
or relocate to a larger and/or more secure farm; 2) Successful farm operation is looking to expand by 
acquiring adjacent or nearby land; or 3) Retiring farmer wants to keep his or her farm in active production, 
and would like to transition the farm to family members or other successor farmers.  

 
Farm Aid Resource Network -  https://www.farmaid.org/our-work/resources-for-farmers/  

Connects farmers to services, tools, opportunities, and resources. 
 
Farm Credit East – http://www.farmcrediteast.com  

A large financial services cooperative for the agricultural industry in the northeastern U.S. 
 
Farmer Resource Network - http://www.farmaid.org 
 
Farmer Veteran Coalition - http://www.farmvetco.org  

FVC is the nation’s largest nonprofit organization assisting veterans–and currently serving members–of the 
Armed Forces to embark on careers in agriculture. Join our mission of mobilizing veterans to feed America. 

 
National Farm to School Network - http://www.farmtoschool.org   
 
National Good Agricultural Practices Program (through Cornell) -  http://www.gaps.cornell.edu   

The National Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) Program was established in 1999, funded by CSREES-USDA 
and US-FDA, and based at Cornell University. The GAPs Program has collaborators in  34 states throughout 
the nation and has created many educational materials to help implement good agricultural practices on the 
farm. 

 
National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service -  https://attra.ncat.org/  
 

http://www.farmersweb.com/
http://www.farmersweb.com/
https://www.headwaterfoodhub.com/
https://www.farmaid.org/our-work/resources-for-farmers/
https://www.farmaid.org/our-work/resources-for-farmers/
http://www.farmcrediteast.com/
http://www.farmcrediteast.com/
http://www.farmaid.org/site/c.qlI5IhNVJsE/b.4375765/k.71EA/Farmer_Resource_Network.htm
http://www.farmaid.org/site/c.qlI5IhNVJsE/b.4375765/k.71EA/Farmer_Resource_Network.htm
http://www.farmvetco.org/
http://www.farmvetco.org/
http://www.farmtoschool.org/
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National Young Farmers Coalition - http://www.youngfarmers.org  
The National Young Farmers Coalition is a national advocacy network of young farmers fighting for the future 
of agriculture. We change policy, build networks, and provide business services to ensure all young farmers 
have the chance to succeed. Young Farmers is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

 
New England Small Farm Institute - http://www.smallfarm.org 

Promotes small farm development by providing information and training for aspiring, beginning and 
transitioning farmers.  

 
Northeast Beginning Farmers Project (through Cornell) - http://nebeginningfarmers.org 

The NE Beginning Farmer Project and is supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, under award number 2015-70017-22882. Education and training is offered to 
those whom are new at farming. 

 
Northeast Center for Food Entrepreneurship–  https://farmlandinfo.org/programs/the-northeast-center-for-
food-entrepreneurship/  
 
Northeast Organic Farming Association -  https://nofa.org/  

Beginning Farmer, Apprentice, and Mentorship Programs - http://www.nofany.org/bfam   
 
National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service -  https://attra.ncat.org/  

ATTRA is a program developed and managed by the National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT). The 
majority of funding for ATTRA is through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Business-Cooperative Service.  We are committed to providing high-value information and technical 
assistance to farmers, ranchers, Extension agents, educators, and others involved in sustainable agriculture in 
the United States. 

Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education – https://northeast.sare.org/  
Offers grants for funding relevant agricultural research projects. 

 
Rodale Institute – Organic Farm Funding - https://rodaleinstitute.org/education/organic-farm-funding/  

A list of resources (funds) to help transition land to organic  
 
SCORE - https://www.score.org/about-score  

SCORE is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and a resource partner of the U.S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA). SCORE, the nation’s largest network of volunteer, expert business mentors, is dedicated to helping 
small businesses get off the ground, grow and achieve their goals.  

 
Small Scale Food Processors Association of New York – http://www.nyssfpa.com   
 
Sustainable Farming Internships - https://attra.ncat.org/internships/  
 
U.S. Farmstay Association – Starting a Farmstay -  https://farmstayus.com/farmers-guide/starting-a-farm-stay/  
 
WWOOF (World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms) - http://www.wwoof.net  
Website linking volunteers/interns with organic farms and growers. 

http://www.smallfarm.org/
http://www.smallfarm.org/
http://nebeginningfarmers.org/
http://nebeginningfarmers.org/
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https://nofa.org/
http://www.nofany.org/bfam
http://www.nofany.org/bfam
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http://www.ncat.org/
http://www.ncat.org/
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https://northeast.sare.org/
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H. Strategies for Climate Resilient Farming 
 
The following list of more detailed climate adaptation strategies and approaches and is from 
https://adaptationworkbook.org/niacs-strategies/ag. 

• Strategy 1: Sustain fundamental functions of soil and water 
o Maintain and improve soil health 
o Protect water quality 
o Match management practices to water supply and demand 

• Strategy 2: Reduce existing stressors of crops and livestock 
o Reduce the impacts of pests and pathogens on crops 
o Reduce competition from weedy and invasive species 
o Maintain livestock health and performance 

• Strategy 3: Reduce risks from warmer and drier conditions 
o Adjust the timing or location of on-farm activities 
o Manage crops to cope with warmer and drier conditions 
o Manage livestock to cope with warmer and drier conditions 

• Strategy 4: Reduce the risk and long-term impacts of extreme weather 
o Reduce peak flow, runoff velocity, and soil erosion 
o Reduce severity or extent of water-saturated soil and flood damage 
o Reduce severity or extent of wind damage to soils and crops 

• Strategy 5: Manage farms and fields as part of a larger landscape 
o Maintain or restore natural ecosystems 
o Promote biological diversity across the landscape 
o Enhance landscape connectivity 

• Strategy 6: Alter management to accommodate expected future conditions 
o Diversify crop or livestock species, varieties or breeds, or products 
o Diversify existing systems with new combinations of varieties or breeds 
o Switch to commodities expected to be better suited to future conditions 

• Strategy 7: Alter agricultural systems or lands to new climate conditions 
o Minimize potential impacts following disturbance 
o Realign severely altered systems toward future conditions 
o Alter lands in agricultural production 

• Strategy 8: Alter infrastructure to match new and expected conditions 
o Expand or improve water systems to match water demand and supply 
o Use structures to increase environmental control for plant crops 
o Improve or develop structures to reduce animal heat stress 
o Match infrastructure and equipment to new and expected conditions 

 

 

 




