
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment D  

Photosimulations 

  









0
1 

in
2 

in
N

or
th

 S
en

ec
a 

S
ol

ar
V

is
ua

l I
m

pa
ct

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t, 

A
pp

en
di

x 
8-

A
T

hi
s 

sc
al

e 
is

 d
es

ig
ne

d 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
e 

si
m

ul
at

io
n 

im
ag

es
 a

re
 

pr
in

te
d 

at
 th

e 
in

te
nd

ed
 s

iz
e.

 

Sh
ee

t 4
 o

f 8
1

VI
EW

PO
IN

T 
5

St
at

e 
Ro

ut
e 

31
8

Note: Printed at actual size, the resulting simulation image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the simulation should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.

PROPOSED VIEW POST-INSTALLATION (MITIGATION - LEAF ON)
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Note: Printed at actual size, the resulting simulation image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the simulation should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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PROPOSED VIEW POST-INSTALLATION (MITIGATION - LEAF OFF)
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Note: Printed at actual size, the resulting simulation image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the simulation should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.

PROPOSED VIEW 5-7 YEARS POST-INSTALLATION (MITIGATION - LEAF ON)
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Note: Printed at actual size, the resulting simulation image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the simulation should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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PROPOSED VIEW 5-7 YEARS POST-INSTALLATION (MITIGATION - LEAF OFF)
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Attachment D. Photosimulations and Wireframe Renderings
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  NOTES
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Visual Impact Assessment  
Appendix 8-A

North Seneca Solar Project
Towns of Junius and Waterloo, Seneca County, New York

VIEWPOINT 7
Mills Road

Note: The image above is a panorama composition panning clockwise from south (left) to northwest (right). 

Simulated Photograph Extent

Location: Mills Road

Municipality: Town of Junius

County: Seneca

Latitude: 42.94473° N

Longitude: 76.88693° W

Distance Zone Represented in View: Foreground

Viewer Distance*: 0.4 miles (2,025 feet)

Landscape Similarity Zone: Agricultural/Rural 

Residential

Viewer/User Group(s): Local Residents

Visually Sensitive Resource(s): VSR ID # 12 - Erie 

Canalway Heritage Corridor

Date: September 15, 2023

Time: 10:17 AM

Camera: Canon EOS 5D Mark IV

Resolution: 30.4 Megapixels

Lens Focal Length (35mm equivalent): 50 mm

Camera Elevation: 506 feet

Field of View: 39 degrees

Direction of View: Southwest

Printed Size: 10” x 15”

Viewing Distance**: 21 inches

*Distance as measured from the viewpoint to the nearest PV 
panels or Interconnection Facility component within the simulated 

photograph’s field of view.

**The simulation is at the correct perspective when printed on an 
11-by-17 sheet at full scale, and viewed approximately 21 inches 

from the eye of the viewer.  



Existing View Proposed View (Install) Proposed View (5-7 yr.)

Visual Contrast Rating Results Summary

Landscape
Component

Install
Score Install Rating 5-7 Year

Score 5-7 Year Rating

Landform 1.5 Minimal/Moderate 1.5 Minimal/Moderate

Vegetation 1.3 Minimal/Moderate 1.2 Minimal

Land Use 2.0 Moderate 1.8 Moderate

Water N/A N/A N/A N/A

Sky 0.5 Insignificant/Minimal 0.3 Insignificant/Minimal

Viewer Activity 1.7 Minimal/Moderate 1.5 Minimal/Moderate

Overall Average 1.4 Minimal/Moderate 1.3 Minimal/Moderate

Proposed View

With the proposed Facility in place, a background field in the left half of the view is now fully 
occupied by an array of PV panels. The panels’ blue grey color contrasts with the dark green of 
the cornfield in front of it and the tree line behind it. The horizontal mass of the array is broken 
by a patch of woody vegetation along the far edge of the cornfield, but it is otherwise largely 
unscreened from this viewpoint (although that will change with continued growth of corn in 
the foreground field). The array is consistent with the level, horizontal line of the landscape, 
but introduces a large built feature that is out of scale with other built components of the 
landscape. Because of its size and contrast, the PV panel array becomes a new focal point 
in the view that draws the viewer’s eye away from the road signage and existing buildings. 
However, due to its distance from the viewer, the Facility makes up a relatively small portion of 
the view and does not significantly alter its rural agricultural character. Although not visible at 
the time of installation, after five to seven years of growth, perimeter landscape plantings start 
to break up the mass and horizontal line of the Facility, but do not significantly screen it from 
view at this location.

Existing View

Viewpoint 7 is located on Mills Road in the Town 
of Junius, approximately 0.4 miles from the 
nearest proposed PV array in the selected photo’s 
field of view. This viewpoint is located where a 
high voltage transmission line crosses the road 
(directly overhead but outside the selected photo’s 
field of view) and is typical of views available to 
local residents. Viewpoint 7 occurs within the 
Agricultural/Rural Residential LSZ, and the area 
surrounding this viewpoint is characterized by 
large, open, relatively flat agricultural fields. In the 
selected view to the southwest, the road edge 
and mixed herbaceous vegetation along the road 
shoulder occupy the immediate foreground, backed by a dark green cornfield that extends 
from the foreground to the middle ground. The far edge of the cornfield is indicated by the 
presence of some broken hedgerow vegetation on the left. Additional agricultural fields are 
present beyond the cornfield and extend to a background tree line interspersed with buildings 
and utility poles. The topography is gently undulating but relatively flat, and the continuous 
line of trees in the background define the visible horizon line against a mostly clear blue sky. 
A centrally located cluster of farm structures in the background and a roadside sign in the 
foreground are focal points in the view, which has a working rural agricultural character and 
moderate scenic quality. The combination of large open fields and unobstructed sky give this 
view an open expansive feel.
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Attachment D. Photosimulations and Wireframe Renderings

1 Viewpoint Sensitivity information is gathered from rating panel 
results. Scenic Quality and Viewer Exposure indicated in this table 
reflects all ratings by the rating panel. 

Viewpoint Sensitivity1:

Scenic Quality:

View Frequency:

View Duration:

Low

Rare

Short

High

Repeated/Regular

Long

Moderate

VIEWPOINT 7
Mills Road




