Visual Outreach Materials, Responses, and Correspondence



Visual Consultation Letter

October 12, 2023



Response from Representative of the Seneca-lroquois National

Museum Onohsagwé: De’ Cultural Center



From: Joe Stahiman

To: Jessey Horvat

Subject: RE: North Seneca Solar Project Visual Outreach
Date: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 8:24:16 AM
[EXTERNAL SENDER]

Hi Jessey,

I've gone through our records. I’'m not coming up with anything in the areas proposed. | would reach
out to the Cayuga. Please stay in touch as the project proceeds.

Be well,

Joe

From: Jessey Horvat <jhorvat@edrdpc.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 1:25 PM
Subject: North Seneca Solar Project Visual Outreach

Dear Project Stakeholder,

This email is in regard to the North Seneca Solar Project (Facility) which is proposed in Towns of Waterloo and
Junius, Seneca County, New York, that will be reviewed under Section 94-c of the New York State Executive

Law. On behalf of the Applicant (North Seneca Solar Project, LLC), | am reaching out to you to request your
input on the identification of visually sensitive resources, existing and proposed sensitive land uses, and potential
photosimulation locations within the 2-mile visual study area.

A letter and attachments with additional instructions and information on the Facility location, currently identified
visually sensitive resources, and the locations that we have selected for the development of photosimulations
are attached to this email. Your contributions should include publicly accessible locations that may be sensitive
to visual change and are important to you and the local community.

We ask that your responses be provided by November 10, 2023, so that we can ensure your input is included
in the analysis. If required, paper copies of this information can be provided upon request (reply to this email).

Thank you in advance for your participation in this important outreach process and we look forward to receiving
your input,

Jessey Horvat
Project Manager, Visualization Services
217 Montgomery Street, Suite 1100, Syracuse, New York 13202

E: jhorvat@edrdpc.com

www.edrdpc.com
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Response from Office of Renewable Energy Siting and Correspondence



From: Kolankowski, Thaddeus (ORES)

To: Jessey Horvat

Subject: RE: North Seneca Solar Project Visual Outreach
Date: Monday, November 20, 2023 1:45:33 PM
[EXTERNAL SENDER]

Jessey,

We will try to get answers to the outstanding questions in the next couple of week.
Have a great thanksgiving.

Ted

From: Jessey Horvat <jhorvat@edrdpc.com>

Sent: Monday, November 20, 2023 11:29 AM

To: Kolankowski, Thaddeus (ORES) <Thaddeus.Kolankowski@ores.ny.gov>

Cc: Primeau, Kristy (ORES) <Kristy.Primeau@ores.ny.gov>; Betsworth, Jennifer (ORES)
<Jennifer.Betsworth@ores.ny.gov>

Subject: RE: North Seneca Solar Project Visual Outreach

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from

unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Good Morning Ted,

Thank you for your response. Most of these items can be addressed without further discussion.
However, a few questions came up after reviewing your requests — see in-line red text in your email,
below.

Can you please provide clarification on these items so we can provide you with the requested
materials/incorporate your recommendations into the VIA?

Thank you,

Jessey Horvat
Project Manager, Visualization Services
217 Montgomery Street, Suite 1100, Syracuse, New York 13202

E: jhorvat@edrdpc.com C: 860.420.8592 www.edrdpc.com
EDR a environment

From: Kolankowski, Thaddeus (ORES) <Thaddeus.Kolankowski@ores.ny.gov>

Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 3:31 PM

To: Jessey Horvat <jhorvat@edrdpc.com>

Cc: Primeau, Kristy (ORES) <Kristy.Primeau@ores.ny.gov>; Betsworth, Jennifer (ORES)
<Jennifer.Betsworth@ores.ny.gov>

Subject: RE: North Seneca Solar Project Visual Outreach
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[EXTERNAL SENDER]

Dear Jessey,

Thank you for sending ORES the VIA Information Request for the North Seneca Solar
project. Based on our review of the material dated 10/12/2023, we offer the following
comments and/or requests for the Application submission.

To help the Office assess a selection of important or representative viewpoints, please provide
GIS shapefiles and a KMZ google earth file to correspond with Figure 2 Visually Sensitive
Resources and Viewshed Results. Please include the proposed array locations, proposed fence
line, panel visibility, 2 mile study area boundary, viewpoint (VP) locations, and label all visual
resources as identified on Attachment C: Visually Sensitive Resource Table. Noted, requested
materials will be provided in a supplemental outreach submission following clarifications on
visually sensitive resources requests.

Please update the Attachments with the following information:

General

1. Please confirm that these documents do not need to be redacted prior to being made “live”
on the portal; Can you please confirm which documents will be posted to the portal? Will the
shapefiles and KMZs also be made live?

2. Fence lines should be show on 1:24000 scale maps; Noted, the fenceline will be included in
mapping documents and figures in the application submission.

3. Photo-simulations should include leaf-on photos are required where existing vegetation is
relied on for screening and should illustrate a 2 year growth simulation at a minimum; Noted,
will be considered for the photosimulations that will be included in the application
submission.

4. There is a typo on Attachment B, Sheet 3 which should read as follows: "Seneca Nation of
Indians" Noted, will be updated in the application submission.

Attachment A: Figure 2: Visual Sensitive Resources and Viewshed, please include: As
described in the letter, the visually sensitive resources identified for this study will be based
upon the “designated scenic resources, areas or features” categories identified in subsection
900-2.9(b)(4)(i1) of the 94-c regulations. In addition, we also included a few other categories
of aesthetic resources identified in DEC visual policy (DEP-00-02 Assessing and Mitigating
Visual and Aesthetic Impacts).

e Seneca River - Seneca River/Cayuga Seneca Canal; In order to evaluate potential visual effects
for this feature in the VIA, can you please identify the appropriate designation/significance
category? It should be noted that the canal falls within the boundaries of another resource,
the Enlarged Erie Barge Canal (VSR ID # 1), which is a national historic landmark.

e Quaker Cemetery and any other Cemeteries in the Study Area; Can you please identify the
appropriate designation/significant category for cemeteries?

e Junius Ponds Cabins & Campgrounds; Noted, will be included in the supplemental outreach
submission.

¢ North Seneca Sportsmen's Club; Noted, will be included in the supplemental outreach



submission.
e Residence on Rte 318 700' East of Grange Hall Road. Can you please identify the appropriate
designation/significance category for this particular residence?

Attachment C: Visually Sensitive Resources Table
e There are several waterway access sites along the Cayuga Seneca Canal that should be

included. Through an internet/parcel database search, one additional public waterway access
site was identified near the intersection of West Water Street and Locust Street in Waterloo
and will be included in the supplemental outreach submission. Other publicly accessible
waterway access sites were identified in Oak Island Park (VSR ID # 18). However, because
these sites fall within the park boundary they were not delineated as separate resources. Can
you please provide additional location information on any other publicly accessible waterway
access sites so they can be added to the inventory?

e Consider editing the VSR Table and map to state "National Historic Landmarks." There is no
State Historic Landmark program in New York. Noted, will be updated in the application
submission.

Attachment D: Viewpoint Photolog
e Add a viewpoint from Quaker Cemetery. It appears likely to have direct visibility, is associated

with an early, prominent Quaker community, and includes burials of at least three Declaration
of Sentiments signers; Noted, we will document visibility from this location in field review and
consider it for photosimulation development.

e Add a viewpoint for the Residence on NYS Route 318, 700' East of Grange Hall Road facing
south; Noted, we will document visibility from this location during field review and consider it
for photosimulation development.

¢ Note that it may be appropriate to include viewpoints from National Register eligible
resources identified as a result of the ongoing survey. Noted, once State/National Register
eligible resources are identified we will consider them for photosimulation development.

Please share any available Visual Impact Consultation feedback provided by OPRHP/SHPO,
DEC, Seneca County, towns, villages, community members, etc. We received one response
from a representative of the Seneca Nation of Indians (see attached). However, this response
did not identify any visually sensitive resource or photosimulation location recommendations.

Thank you,

Ted

From: Jessey Horvat <jhorvat@edrdpc.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 1:25 PM
Subject: North Seneca Solar Project Visual Outreach

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from

unknown senders or unexpected emails.
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Dear Project Stakeholder,

This email is in regard to the North Seneca Solar Project (Facility) which is proposed in Towns of Waterloo and
Junius, Seneca County, New York, that will be reviewed under Section 94-c of the New York State Executive

Law. On behalf of the Applicant (North Seneca Solar Project, LLC), | am reaching out to you to request your
input on the identification of visually sensitive resources, existing and proposed sensitive land uses, and potential
photosimulation locations within the 2-mile visual study area.

A letter and attachments with additional instructions and information on the Facility location, currently identified
visually sensitive resources, and the locations that we have selected for the development of photosimulations
are attached to this email. Your contributions should include publicly accessible locations that may be sensitive
to visual change and are important to you and the local community.

We ask that your responses be provided by November 10, 2023, so that we can ensure your input is included
in the analysis. If required, paper copies of this information can be provided upon request (reply to this email).

Thank you in advance for your participation in this important outreach process and we look forward to receiving
your input,

Jessey Horvat
Project Manager, Visualization Services
217 Montgomery Street, Suite 1100, Syracuse, New York 13202

E: jhorvat@edrdpc.com
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